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Katarzyna Anna Inoue

I have become a member of the Department of Biochemistry; I would say, almost
instantly. I used to be “an old member of a new lab”, at which Watabe Sensei had been
appointed to the Professor position. If I look back at these last five years, I find them very
challenging. There were new people, staff members and the students as well as plenty of
new things to learn in terms of science and management. Challenging, but fruitful five

years, [ would say.



Science... During last five years, I have learned a lot, learned about TGF-B, cancer
biology, in vivo experiments... I would find plenty other things that were new to me and
still are, but this is how the life of a scientist looks like. We keep on studying, exploring
and trying to overcome the problems we face. These last five years from scientific point
of view were very productive. I have had a chance to participate in several studies that
were successfully published during this period, but among those, the last two papers
accepted in 2020 I remember the most. These are “Targeting all transforming growth
factor-P isoforms with an Fc chimeric receptor impairs tumor growth and angiogenesis of
oral squamous cell cancer” published in Journal of Biological Chemistry and “Activation
of B2-adrenergic receptor signals suppresses mesenchymal phenotypes of oral squamous
cell carcinoma cells” just recently accepted in in Cancer Science. Why? Because they are
two must-publish articles with my two doctor course students whom I was taking care of
since the very beginning of their studies. Such achievements make you feel happy.

Staff members and students... During the last five years the lab was getting bigger and
bigger since there were new people joining the lab. I had a chance to work with nice and
smart persons, each one was bringing something special to the whole lab. There were also
more and more students to take care of. Many of them were also directly working with
me, became the members of the cancer group. [ would like to thank all former and present
members of my group. Thanks for your support and for doing a good science! We started
from three people (including myself), but now we have seven members. We, “cancer
group” grew strong! (laugh).

Management... This is another challenging part of the last five-year history. New tasks at
university level and many new tasks at the lab. I remember the first big “mission
impossible” which was the reorganization of the whole lab at TMDU at the beginning of
2016, to welcome the members of the previous Watabe Sensei’s lab at Tokyo University
of Pharmacy and Life Sciences. It was a huge logistic undertaking that required fixing of
floor plans, dealing with administration office as wells as getting in touch with small
moving company. At first, I felt I was thrown in at the deep, but with a kind help of other
lab members it was done!

I find these five years full of opportunities and full of challenges. These five years can be
the best described by this fragment from “The Winner Stand Alone” by Paolo Coelho:
“Life has many ways of testing a person’s will, either by having nothing happen at all or
by having everything happen all at once.” Yes, many things happen at once or I would
say, in these five years. Hope for another bunch of good things or new experiences to

come.
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